Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.020; wR factor = 0.048; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.9.
In the dinuclear title complex, [Gd 2 (C 8 H 7 O 3 ) 6 (C 10 H 8 N 2 ) 2 -(H 2 O) 2 ]ÁH 2 O, the two Gd III ions are nine-coordinated by seven O atoms from four deprotonated p-hydroxyphenylacetic acid (PAA) ligands, one water O atom and an N atom from a 4,4 0 -bypyridine (bipy) ligand in a distorted tricapped trigonal-prismatic geometry. The deprotonated PAA ligands are coordinated to the Gd III atom either as chelating on the same metal or in a tridentate bridging mode. Numerous O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds involving hydroxyl, coordinated and uncoordinated water molecules build up an intricate three-dimensional network. 
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Crystal data [Gd 2 (C 8 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title complex, showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms have been omited for the sake of clarity. Symmetry codes: (i) x, y−1, z; (ii) x, y+1, z; (iii) −x+2, −y, −z+1; (iv) −x+2, −y+1, −z; (v) x+1, y−1, z; (vi) −x+1, −y+1, −z.
